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Art Unit: 3739 

Applicant's amendments and comments, received October 27, 2008, have been 
fully considered by the examiner. The following is a complete response to the October 
27, 2008 communication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 7, 9, 10, 83-87 and 89-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fjield et al (6,635,054) in view of the teaching of Tu et al (5,971 ,968). 

Fjield et al disclose a device and method for cardiac ablation comprising 
providing an ablation device including a balloon having a distal facing wall (30) that is 
directed towards a surface to be ablated. The device is inserted into the left atrium for 
treating tissue surrounding the ostium of a pulmonary vein (col. 4, lines 10-12). Fjield et 
al provide embodiments including an anchor structure for anchoring the device within 
the pulmonary vein area, but there are also embodiments that do not include the anchor 
member (col. 15, lines 13-15) and Fjield et al specifically disclose treating alternative 
heart locations (col. 12, lines 33-45 and col. 27, lines 63+). As such, Fjield et al teach 
the device may be anchored (i.e. forcibly engaged) to the wall of the pulmonary vein, or 
does not need to be forcibly engaged to the wall and is free to move to different 
locations. Fjield also disclose the use of a contrast medium injected into the balloon in 
order to visualize the location of the device within the heart (col. 15, lines 19-30). 
Visualization is done using X-ray, among other options. However, Fjield et al only 
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disclose injecting the medium into the balloon and not specifically distal of the balloon 
and into the heart structure as recited in claim 1 . 

Tu et al, as addressed in the previous Office action, disclose another cardiac 
catheter used to ablate cardiac tissue (see Figure 4). Specifically, Tu et al teach that it 
is known to provide a contrast medium through the distal tip of the device so as to assist 
in x-ray imaging while the device is within the heart (Abstract). 

To have provided the Fjield et al device, which includes a central channel 
extending through the ablation device, with a means to provide a contrast medium into 
the heart distal to the ablation element to assist in x-ray visualization of the device 
would have been an obvious alternative for one of ordinary skill in the art since Tu et al 
teach that it is known to provide a contrast medium in such a manner for the same 
purpose in a cardiac ablation device. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Peffley whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4770. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Peffley/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3739 

/mp/ 

March 24, 2009 



